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PARTICIPATION IN GOVERNMENT  

HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS 

DUE WENESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2008 
 

I.  “Provide for the Common Defense” 
In the Preamble to the Constitution of the United States, the purposes of our government are listed – “establish 

justice, ensure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure the 

Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity.”  Among these, defending the nation against foreign enemies has 

always been one of the government’s major responsibilities.  The article below was published last year, the fifth 

anniversary of the attack on the World Trade Center. 

 

 
 THE WEEK September 1, 2006, p. 6 

 

Answer these questions in complete sentences or paragraphs on a separate sheet of loose-leaf paper. 
 

1.  Describe three ways in which President Bush has neglected the defense of the U.S., according to The 

New York Times. 

2.  What percentage of the American public believes that invading Iraq has not made us safer from 

terrorism? 

3.  Do you agree with Jonah Goldberg about singling out young male Muslims from Pakistan and Saudi 

Arabia?  Why or why not? 

4.  Do you think that we are safer now than in September 2001?  Why or why not?  Use examples from 

this reading, your class notes, and other news sources (extra credit for documented* research).  

*That means you need to tell me where you got your information. 


