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NAME_____________________________________ Class Period _____ 
 

GLOBAL HISTORY I  

HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS 

DUE FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2008 
 

I.  Egyptian Contributions 
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II.  News – Egypt discovers Ramesses II head statue 
    CAIRO, Sept. 25 (Xinhua) -- Egyptian archaeologists have discovered a granite head statue, 

believed to be that of the 19th Dynasty King of ancient Egypt Ramesses II, the Egyptian 

Supreme Council of Antiquities (SCA) said in a press release on Thursday.  

   The red granite head was discovered during routine excavations at the archaeological site of 

Tell Basta, about 80 km to the northeast of Cairo, in the eastern Nile Delta, said Egyptian 

Minister of Culture Farouq Hosni.  

    Announcing the discovery on Wednesday, Hosni said the head statue is likely to belong to a 

colossal statue of the king that once stood in the area.  

    According to Secretary General of the SCA Zahi Hawass, the nose of the 76-cm-high statue is 

broken and the false beard is missing,  

    He said the finding is of great importance "because it may indicate that the excavators are 

close to the ruins of a major temple of Ramesses II in the area."  

    A development plan for the construction of a museum and a visitor's center is currently being 

carried out in Tell Basta, the site that was sacred to the ancient Egyptian cat-goddess Bastet.  

    Ramesses II, who is believed to have ruled ancient Egypt from 1279 BC to 1213 BC (others 

said from 1304 BC to 1237 BC), is one of the longest-serving pharaohs and most powerful kings 

in ancient Egypt. 

Article taken from www.chinaview.cn 09-25-2008 

 

In this undated photo released Thursday Sept. 25, 2008 by the 

Egyptian Supreme Council of Antiquities the 3,000-year-old red 

granite head believed to be that of 19th Dynasty pharaoh Ramses II is 

seen at the site at Tell Basta, 80 kilometers (miles 50) northeast of 

Cairo, Egypt, after it was unearthed by Egyptian archaeologists.  

(AP Photo/Egyptian Supreme Council of Antiquities, HO) 

Answer the following questions/prompts 

on a separate sheet of loose-leaf paper. 
 

1.  What are archaeologists and what are 

excavations?  (Look up these words in 

your notes or a dictionary.) 

2.  According to Secretary General of the 

SCA Zahi Hawass, why could the fact 

that they found this statue in this 

particular place be important for 

archeologists? 

3.  Describe the image of the head statue 

in your own words in at least two 

complete sentences using the picture to 

the left. 

4.  What is missing from the statue, 

according to Secretary General of the 

SCA Zahi Hawass? 

5.  Why do you think it is missing? 

 

Extra credit 

What have you learned about Egyptian 

culture that might be important for 

archeologists to know about when 

examining this artifact? 


